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01 Purpose:  To provide guidance to officers and supervisors in the decision making process of 

engaging in, continuing, or terminating vehicular pursuits. 

 

02 Policy: It is the policy of this agency to maintain a positive level of confidence, which the 

community has, in the department's ability to apprehend criminals, while safeguarding against the 

unnecessary hazarding of bystander's well-being, and minimizing possible damage to property. This 

procedure will provide guidance to officers and supervisors in weighing the possibility of damage to 

life and property against the benefit of apprehending suspected criminals. This procedure will restrict 

pursuits to those situations, enumerated in 03 B 3 of this General Order, in which the need to 

apprehend the suspect may warrant the use of such measures.      

03 Procedures: 

 

A. Definitions: 

 

1. "Marked Police Vehicle" means a police vehicle displaying the emblems of the department, and 

equipped with audible siren and roof mounted exterior emergency light racks.  

 

2. "Unmarked Police Vehicles" are any other police vehicles than described above. 

 

3. "Emergency Operation" means the operation of the police vehicle with the roof lights and siren in 

operation. 

 

4. "Vehicular Pursuit" or "Pursuit" means the attempt by police officers, while using a marked police 

vehicle in emergency operation, to effect the apprehension of the occupants of a suspect vehicle that 

is maintaining or increasing speed to evade such apprehension and failing to stop for the police 

vehicle. 

 

5.  "Primary Unit" means the police vehicle initiating the pursuit, or another police vehicle that takes 

the lead vehicle position for some reason. 

 

6. "Secondary Unit" means another police vehicle involved in the pursuit acting as backup for the 

primary vehicle. 
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7.  "Managing Supervisor" means the officer (regardless of rank) assigned to monitor and control an 

individual pursuit situation, and who will insure proper reporting of the incident. 

 

8. "Terminate Pursuit" means a decision by the primary unit or managing supervisor to discontinue 

pursuing a fleeing vehicle, or may be the point at which the vehicle no longer flees the police for 

whatever reason. 

 

9.  "Major Jurisdictional Boundaries" means the border of any state or the District of Columbia. 

 

10. ARoadblock@ means any method, restriction or obstruction utilized or intended for the purpose of 

preventing free passage of a motor vehicle in order to affect the apprehension of a known or 

suspected fleeing felon. The Department does not deploy forcible roadblocks or forcible stopping 

techniques of any kind to stop a vehicle. 

  

B. Initiating a Pursuit: 

 

1. A pursuit may be initiated when an officer makes an attempt to follow and pursue a vehicle when 

the driver has been signaled to stop and is resisting apprehension by maintaining or increasing the 

vehicles speed or otherwise maneuvering the vehicle in a manner to elude the officer. 

 

2. Generally, pursuits will be initiated by uniformed officers operating marked police vehicles. 

However, unmarked police vehicles equipped and operated as specified in Section 03 F 18 herein 

may be used in a limited role by officers in a pursuit. 

 Note: Officers operating unmarked police vehicles from which a driver flees are reminded that an 

element of the fleeing and eluding statute in Maryland is that the police vehicle from which a 

defendant flees must be conspicuously marked as a police vehicle, or that the officer attempting the 

stop must be in uniform displaying the officer=s badge or other insignia of office. 

 

3. Initiating (or continuing) a pursuit shall only be authorized when an officer has reason to believe 

the suspect has committed one of the following types of offenses: 

 

 Felony Offenses 

 Hit-and-run fatal or personal injury accidents 

 Driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs 

 Assault and Battery on a Police Officer 

 

A stolen tag on a vehicle is not justification to pursue.  The presence of a stolen tag, in and of itself, 

does not constitute Areason to believe@ that the vehicle is stolen.  
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Deciding to pursue is always a process of weighing the hazards presented by the pursuit against the 

hazards being created by the violator; good judgment in weighing these risks is essential. The 

seriousness of the offense involved does not lessen the officer=s liability and/or duty to all persons, 

including fellow officers and his/her self, to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons, in 

accordance with Maryland Transportation Article 21-106. The following list includes factors that an 

officer should consider before initiating or continuing a pursuit, or that Managing Supervisors should 

consider in allowing a pursuit to continue: 

 

(a) Is the violator=s identity known, or likely to become known through other investigative measures? 

(b) What are the traffic conditions present ? (Vehicular and Pedestrian) 

(c) What are the weather conditions present? (Snow, rain etc.) 

(d) Are there other  environmental conditions affecting the pursuit? (Darkness, street hazards, 

construction, congested areas, traffic lights, intersections, etc.) 

(e) Are there problems with the officer=s physical condition that might affect their ability to conduct a 

pursuit? (Fatigue, self-control, etc.) 

(f) Are there problems with the officer=s vehicle that could make a pursuit operation unnecessarily 

hazardous?  (Steering, braking, suspension, etc.) 

(g) Is the violator=s actions so dangerous as to make further pursuit unnecessarily hazardous? 

(Driving against the flow of traffic, disregarding traffic control devices, speeds in excess of twice the 

posted limits, etc.) 

(h) Are other alternatives, such as a helicopter, available? 

(i) How serious is the offense?  Does a property crime like auto theft justify initiation or continuation 

of the pursuit under less than ideal conditions where injury to others and the officer are more likely?  

 

C. Continuing the Pursuit: As new factors arise, officers should try to re-evaluate the situation and 

decide if the pursuit should be maintained. Pursuits shall continue across Major Jurisdictional 

Boundaries only in cases of felonies or suspected felonies. 

 

D. Decisions to Terminate a Pursuit:  A decision by a primary vehicle operator or managing 

supervisor to abandon and terminate a pursuit shall not be subject to adverse scrutiny or discipline. A 

decision by the secondary unit to abandon an on-going pursuit should be justified in reasons found 

above. The terminating unit shall be responsible to notify communications that they are abandoning 

the pursuit. 
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E. Pursuits Initiated by Other Agencies: Officers may follow a pursuit that enters this jurisdiction 

unless two or more vehicles from outside agencies are already involved. Upon becoming aware of 

the pursuit, one Takoma Park vehicle shall be authorized to join the pursuit only  after the reason for 

the pursuit has been learned and it falls within one of the categories enumerated in AB 3" above. 

Officers participating in a pursuit initiated by another agency are not relieved of any duties or 

responsibilities in any other parts of this procedure. All operating practices in section "F" below will 

be adhered to. Upon the involvement of a second vehicle from that agency or another jurisdiction's , 

then the Takoma Park vehicle shall abandon the pursuit.  

 

F. Operating Practices 

 

1. Upon initiating a pursuit, an officer shall immediately notify communications of it. Included will 

be the location and direction, any vehicle description and the suspected violation or reason for 

pursuit. During the pursuit, any involved vehicle shall continuously activate all emergency 

equipment.  

 

2. Communications shall place the channel 10-3. The dispatcher shall designate a secondary unit to 

become involved and shall designate a managing supervisor (the working watch commander shall 

assume this role if available and not already involved, otherwise, the highest-ranking uninvolved 

officer that is in service) ALL other units and divisions will respect the 10-3. If other EMERGENCY 

calls arise, then uninvolved units will be directed to switch to channel two for those calls. All non-

emergency calls for service will be held until the termination of the pursuit.  

 

3. The initiating or primary unit will keep communications updated as to the location and direction of 

the pursuit. At no time during the active pursuit should the primary unit attempt to pass or pull next 

to the suspect vehicle. 

 

4. The secondary unit shall join the pursuit as soon as practical. The secondary unit should then 

assume the responsibility of updating communications as to the location and direction of the pursuit. 

At no time shall the secondary unit attempt to pass the primary unit (or suspect vehicle) or pull next 

to it while the pursuit is active. 

 

5.  Only the primary and secondary units are authorized to participate in the pursuit.  

 

6. Should the primary unit be forced to abandon the pursuit due to factors such as vehicular failure, 

then he/she may direct the secondary unit to assume his/her role, and shall remove themselves from 

the pursuit, refraining from additional radio usage unless requested. 
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7. The managing supervisor shall monitor information from the radio regarding the pursuit. They will 

attempt to follow the pursuit in a non-emergency operation. Should the pursuit leave the jurisdiction, 

they may be needed to relay progress to communications. The managing supervisor shall be 

responsible for requesting aerial assistance from Maryland State Police or U.S. Park Police as 

appropriate, via TPPD Communications. They will also be responsible for directing assistance to the 

scene of the termination of the pursuit and shall respond to that location without undue delay.  

 

8. During an active pursuit, there shall be no bumping, ramming, boxing in, or blocking of the 

suspect vehicle(s). There shall be no paralleling of the pursuit authorized. Roadblocks, moving or 

stationary are not permitted. The boxing in of a MOTIONLESS suspect vehicle by police vehicles is 

not prohibited by this procedure.  

 

9. Primary and secondary vehicles should maintain adequate spacing from the violator and between 

each other to ensure adequate reaction and braking time. 

 

10. Discharging of firearms from a moving police vehicle is prohibited in accordance with procedure 

617. Discharging a firearm at a moving vehicle is strongly discouraged except in instances where an 

imminent threat to personal safety exists, and no other reasonable alternative is evident. 

 

11. Police Vehicles will not engage in an active role in a pursuit while non-sworn passengers are 

aboard. If necessary passengers will be discharged prior to the unit joining a pursuit.  

 

12. Units involved in a pursuit shall be responsible for providing or arranging for medical assistance 

needed as a result of actions regarding the pursuit. The care for human life should in most cases 

exceed the need to capture the fleeing suspect(s). 

 

13. TPPD Communications should initiate contact with the appropriate county agency or DCMPD if 

it appears likely that the pursuit shall leave this jurisdiction. This notification should be by direct 

telephone contact with the adjacent sector dispatcher. Minimally, a description of the pursued 

vehicle, the reason for the pursuit, and the number of TPPD vehicles involved will be provided. 

 

14. Pursuits crossing Major Jurisdictional Boundaries should be relinquished to units of that 

jurisdiction as soon as possible, with the primary TPPD unit following that agencies pursuit. Should 

a pursuit outdistance the department's radio system, and no vehicular telephone service is practical, 

then the pursuit should be relinquished to the surrounding agency. Communications shall notify the 

surrounding jurisdiction that radio contact has been lost with the TPPD units, and then should 

broadcast to the managing supervisor that appropriate notification has been made to that agency.  

 

15. Should a pursuit relinquished by this agency to a surrounding jurisdiction result in the stopping 

of a suspect vehicle, then the primary unit and the managing supervisor should respond to that scene 

to determine any further departmental involvement.   
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16. During a pursuit: Officers shall be discouraged from operating their vehicles in the wrong 

direction on a one-way street. Officers shall be prohibited from driving against the flow of traffic 

lanes on a divided highway.  

 

17. If death or serious injury occurs as a result of a pursuit the duty commander will be notified, see 

General Order 631, Notifications.  

 

18.  A sworn officer, in uniform displaying the officer=s badge or other insignia of office, operating 

an unmarked police vehicle with emergency equipment (a minimum of department-authorized and -

installed four corner strobes, two side strobes, a dash light, a deck light, and a siren) may initiate a 

pursuit for the same criteria as marked police vehicles. Due to the increased danger created by the 

less visible unmarked units, officers operating unmarked cruisers during a pursuit will withdraw at 

the earliest possible time. The operator of an unmarked car engaged in a pursuit will relinquish 

control of the pursuit to the first marked car that becomes involved; will disengage from active 

pursuit if and when a second marked unit is able to join the pursuit; and will serve in a support role 

unless authorized by a sworn supervisor to continue in the pursuit. 

 

G.  Reporting practices 

 

1. All accidents resulting from the pursuit are to be reported separately and given individual event 

numbers in CAD. Officers are reminded that vehicular damage or injuries resulting from intentional 

acts (i.e. ramming) are not documented as accidents but should be documented as an offense on the 

form 10 in addition to the initial offense.  In any event, the details of the pursuit should be contained 

in the narrative of the initial offense report, or in the absence of one, an MIR shall be prepared by the 

primary unit.  

 

2. Additionally, the attached report TPPD #600-44 shall be initiated and completed by the managing 

supervisor. The purpose is to develop an accurate database on pursuits engaged in by this agency to 

assist with developing training needs and evaluating this policy. The managing supervisor will also 

make a written request to Communications for a copy of the radio tape for the incident, to be 

provided to the working team=s Sergeant.  

 

3. This report, TPPD #600-44, will be submitted to the Patrol Operations Commander. The Patrol 

Operations Commander may assign the review to a subordinate at their discretion  Who shall be 

responsible for conducting a critique regarding the pursuit as soon as possible. They will then 

prepare a written memorandum to the Office of the Chief via the chain of command for review. Such 

an inquiry shall include any coaching done, training needs noted, equipment failures, and reports of 

deviations from rules and procedures stemming from the incident. A copy of TPPD 600-44 will be 

forwarded to the Professional Standards Manager for inclusion in the central complaint log, so that it 

is reviewed under the  department early warning system (DEWS) .    
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4. A copy  of the TPPD #600-44  will also be maintained by the Training Committee, who will 

conduct periodic (at least yearly) meetings with the Chief of Police for the purpose of reviewing this 

procedure and any training recommendations. 

 

5. A Command Information Summary Form will also be prepared and distributed in accordance with 

General Order 621.  

 

6. The Commander of Patrol Operations will conduct an annual documented analysis of the 

Vehicle Pursuit Reports (TPPD#600-44), a copy will be forwarded to  the Professional Standards 

Manager, Planning Manager, Training Officer and Chief of Police.  


